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On the evening of the ?2d of December last, Elizabeth Hamilton, aged 8 years, was suddenly seized with drowsiness, followed by torpor of a few minutes duration, during which she fell to the ground, her body remaining rigid and immovable. The attack was of short continuance, and the girl awoke from it, as from a profound sleep, her general health, sensibility, and intelligence, being to all appearance unimpaired. She was wholly unconscious of the attack, and immediately returned to her play, as if nothing had happened to her. From this time, the fits returned frequently every day, their frequency and severity increasing in the evening. The approach of the fit was indicated by slight flushing of the face, and difficulty of breathing of a few moments continuance.
Thus the disease proceeded for four days. On the fifth, her elder sister, Margaret Hamilton, aged 16 years, was affected exactly in the same manner as Elizabeth, and on the fourteenth day, her brother, John Hamilton, aged 12 years, was likewise seized.
In no way, it would seem, did the attack vary in any of the children, except that in the boy, the difficulty of breathing, or rather the extreme rapidity of breathing, was more remarkable, the rigidity greater, and the fits more prolonged. About a week after the boy became ill, a girl, 6 years of age, and shortly after her, an infant 13 months old, were in like manner affected. In these two, however, the attacks were throughout less frequent, and much less severe. The only one of the family who escaped was a girl about 3 years of age.
For three weeks the disease continued, apparently without any change, the fits attacking the three eldest children many times every day, and frequently the whole three being simultaneously affected.
About this time the aspect of the disease underwent a remarkable change, the cataleptic state being exchanged for the most violent gesticulations, and surprising muscular activity. It was in the boy that these extraordinary gesticulations first exhibited themselves, and in him the fits continued longest, and were most severe. This state of matters had lasted for about three weeks when I first saw them ; but, to avoid repetition, I shall endeavour to describe the fit which I witnessed on the afternoon of the 23d of F ebruary.
I arrived at their dwelling about the time of the day at which the fits usually recurred, and waited for nearly two 
